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Drying Plants. 

On reading the Herbarium number of the Gazette I noticed that none of 
the writers on specimen making had mentioned a plan adopted by mvself a few* 
\ears while botanizing in Nova Scotia. Though not to be recommeuded 
tor common use as the specimens fall short of those obtained by the ord inary 
methods, yet, if so situated that an abundance of driers is not obtainable, or, if 

* ^ >e 80 ^ an( i we t that they can not be properly dried, I think it 

will be found of practical value. On the trip referred to a large number of 
specimens had beeu collected, but so bad was the weather from rain and sea 
togs that there was great danger of losing them all. Under these circumstances 
advantage was taken of occasional glimpses of sunshine in the following way; 
each sheet of specimens was placed between two driers and these were spread 
in a single layer on the door of an open balcony. Pieces of board placed in 
the sun, logs or bark, would of course answer the same purpose. Small stones 

laid on the corners of the sheets prevented the wind disturbing them, and no 

pressure was used except the weight of the single drier covering the specimens. 
An hour of good sunshine served to fully cure most plants. This plan is onlv 
applicable to specimens previously somewhat wilted in the press, as the leaves 
o tres or insufficiently wilted ones curled up from the absence of pressure. 
London, Ontario , Canada. T. J. W. Burgess, M. D. 


A Collection of Exotics. 

1 l !“:? ply T to su 8gestion of Prof. W. W. Bailey concerning exotics in the 
herbarium, I may state that in the herbarium of Jhe United States National 

H use urn we have undert aken to form precisely the kind of a collection he men¬ 
tions. 

It is the policv of the National Museum to publish, in the form of bnlle- 

WWh 1 ?hf 8tlgatl0nS u Up ? n T. t ^ e i n . atUral hist °ry of various interesting localities. 
\Vuh this in view Prof. Baird issued a circular bearing date of March 1, 1883, 

JSSmK? 8 in ’ ormatl ?° an <J Bsts of the cultivated plants of the District of 

fw, k- CO ! Um ! ttee 0 . 1 b . ota , n,st!i was also appointed by the Biological So- 
F- r" iftvomI un & P n JSnist in the collection and preparation of this material. 

n X£r bl lU 6 " aS a< ? com t*li*hed, but on the formal establishment 

netpni > li m 'T ^ ru, . l '' e,ni1 matter was taken tip with energv. A coni- 

thousand specimens have been collected from the public parks and greenhouses, 
first wnrk le3e .P ants are being cultivated without scientific names the 

niatter°rd Jliit P ro Pt r . 8cient . ific determination. This will often be a 

over ptoiL tK*! u tU ^1 88 tbeir native country will be unknown, and more- 
external™ ha , ve °" g u been c,lltiv ated are generally burdened with an 
comnarisnn "i Wltb a 8°?d named herbarium of foreigu plants for 

much may be accomplished. 

beled^whh U ?^ e< ^- ^° r * or study each sj.>ecimen will be la- 

cultivated its native 6 scieutl ^ c naD ) e » ihe common name under which it is 
terest Vs fnr l ■ * CO, L Dtry ’ aU( . 8UC ^ ot h er data as will be likely to be of in- 
we shall nrnhablv^^K e ^ e i s f >ecimens separate from the general herbarium, 

,hV* V™ n.^ Ie :°' 0 . 80 »“ “count „( limited space, although 

collection of this character »ill°fumi'h* Ct m!>r be , a * 0O<l 0 ? l> - At ”." r r f‘ * 

doubted value rnish a source ot popular information of u Q ' 

United States National Museum. F * H> KnowltoN- 




